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Louter’s Last Lecture 


Dives into Hamilton 


Insight into region’s 
geography and 
history key for 
sense of place 


BY NATASHA DEAN & 
DANNY IRVINE 


in love with the land of Southern 
Ontario to want to leave. 

Ray’s lecture was influenced by 
“Falling into Place” (2002), local 
poet John Terpstra’s account of 
the geography of Hamilton. Ray 
agreed with Terpstra’s description 
of undulations of the land as “erotic 
and lovely.” For most of his life, 
Ray has moved around from place 
to place, but he has now lived in 
Hamilton longer than anywhere 
else. It has given him a deep love 


Professor Ray Louter, of the for place, for this place, for the 
Theatre department, framed his temporal and geographical textures 
“Last Lecture” by telling a story. of the land. Quoting | Terpstra 
He imagined the circumstances again, he confessed, “I am attached 
under which he to this piece of 
would need to geography.” 
leave Redeemer. There is a kind of He told the 
i imagined ignorance in thinking small group of 
nimself and his ‘ ¥ ,. Students a history 
family heading that the histories of one’s of Hamilton’s 
up north on foot place are not important geography —- the 
with — backpacks, le j j slow orogression 
bringing with for Boris identity, and a of otis the 
them only what kind of hubris in believing emergence and 
they could carry. that creation has no disappearance 
Their purpose identity apart from human of rivers, the 
would be to escape : : irst agrarian 
the tireless urban industry upon It. settlements — and 


sprawl of Southern 
Ontario 
find peace with the land in the 
North. However, he noted that there 
would be several problems with this 
escape. It is a bit of a Romantic ideal 
to envision the North as “pure” and 


and _ to 


“pristine”; if forced to “live off of the 
land,” he wouldn’t last a day; and 
most importantly, he is too much 


he described the 

way in which this 
history is recorded in the shape of 
the escarpment, the conditions of 
the forests, the debris and artifacts 
buried beneath Redeemer’s campus. 
He feels there is a kind of ignorance 
in thinking that the histories of 
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Labour Unions at 
the Fireside 


The roles of 
stewardship, 
conflict, and 
workplace 
relationships in 
business 


BY ANDREA HENSEN & 
STEVE VELDKAMP 


Redeemer’s social justice group, 


the Ontario Student Solidarity arguments by saying that his worthy 
Local (OSSL), opponent merely 
hosted a debate ; } mentioned faulty 
last Thursday While healthy relations developments and 


evening in the Rec 
Centre. The topic 


between the employer 


debate. 

Dr. Boersema started the evening 
off with a few remarks which 
defended his opposition of unions. 
While healthy relations between 
the employer and employees are a 
creational norm, unions themselves 
are not. Moreover, unions reduce the 
supply of labour to artificially drive 
up wages, increase unemployment, 
and discourage stewardship, 
essentially hurting businesses. They 
are a detriment to the economy, 
preventing people from supporting 
the cultural mandate. Unions are, at 
best, a necessary evil. 

Dr. Van Dyke rebutted those 


misuses of unions. 
The idea is not to 


of labour unions and employees are defend empirical 
pitted Dr. Van : trade unions but 
Dyke against Dr. qa creational norm, rather to encourage 
Boersema (aided UNIONS themselves are balanced —_— power 
by students not because of capitalist 
Brian Dijkema F management. 
and Jarend But is it a proper 
Van Rooyen instrument to 
respectively), Around thirty promote greater justice? Abuse of 
students were gathered with a structure, such as a labour union, 
anticipation as moderator Dr. should not cancel its proper use. 


Ellens introduced the participants 
and opened with prayer, scripture 
readings concerning, God's 
command to care for the poor, and 
a small story admitting his bias 
toward unions. Then he began the 


Spring Mainstage: 


The proper use requires 
recognizing, the benefits of having 
a third party present. Because all 
humans are limited, third parties 
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Are apathy. 
and ignorance 
threatening 
Runner’s legacy at 
Redeemer? 


BY ANDREW VIS 


“Rudder Hard Over!” was the 
title of a speech that the late H. 
Evan Runner gav@ in 1953, at the 
inception of the Cal¥inistic Cultural 
Association. In thi§ speech, Runner 
advocated a radically different 
approach for Christian engagement 
with culture, aM approach that 
called for Christians to network 
together to create organizations 
that could effectively shape society. 
Runner’s vision, which started 
the movement that has made 
institutions like Redeemer possible, 
is deeply rooted in the conviction 
that Christ is Lord of all of life. So, 
who was this Runner? Why is he 
important to us? 

Born in 1916 in Pennsylvania, 
H. Evan Rummer grew up as 
the only child of Howard and 
Sarah Watterson-Runner. After 
graduating, with honours from high 
school, he began studying at the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1935. 
It was here that Runner came across 
Henry Bradford Smith, a professor 
who advised his students to leave 
their various faith commitments at 
home and to aecept rationality as 
a common starting 
point. Though faced 
with this attractive 
proposition, Runner 
decided that he 
could not let go of 
his faith — a decision 
which profoundly 
affected the course 
of his life. He later 
went on to study at 
Wheaton College, 
Westminster 
Theological 
Seminary, and the Free University of 
Amsterdam, Where he was taught by 
both Dooyeweerd and Vollenhoven. 
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After receiving his doctorate in 
1951, Runner got a job teaching 
philosophy at Calvin College, 
where he taught until his retirement 
thirty years 
later. After a 
two-year bout 
with cancer, H, 


5 Evan Runner 
whether logic or Greek _ passed away in 
j 2002. 
philosophy, Runner Pitiie 
was first and foremost he became a 
dedicated to teaching ee Pye 
that “life is religion.” = Runner was 
not — primarily 


concerned with 
teaching the standard curriculum. 
Regardless of which class he 
taught, whether logic or Greek 
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|! nearly 450 students 
urday, March 13. Sponsored by the Senate Activities Committee and staged at 
Hamilton, the evening featured a wonderfully-catered meal, a nostalgic slideshow, 
rse, music and dancing. Music was provided by the jazz band JB* (under James 
fine DJing of Micah Van Dijk. 
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philosophy, Runner was first and 
foremost dedicated to teaching 
that “life is religion.” He did not 
believe that religious neutrality 
was possible. He hammered into 
his students that there is no such 
thing as autonomous rationality, 
and that everyone works out of a 
faith commitment. As opposed to 
any framework that split the world 
into two realms, he stressed that 
all of life is directed by a spiritual 
impulse and ought to be guided by 
Scripture. Like van Prinsterer and 
Kuyper before him, Runner wanted 
Christians to become actively 
involved in applying biblical norms 
to society. It was these fundamental 
neocalvinist themes that Runner 
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Letters to the Editor 


Editorial 


BY DAN POSTMA 


Communication has, on the 
whole, gone downhill since ancient 
times. Our most recent inventions 
in this field have included instant 
messengers, email, cell phones, 
and if we go back a few years, the 
telephone itself. Gone are the days 
of message delivery by beast or 
fowl; forgotten are the glory days 
of communication by drumbeat. 
The peak of communication 
occurred in the era of drums, 
when messages came in the form 
of melodic, rhythmic signals. Now, 
we have irritating, screeching, 
synthetic tones on our telephones, 
and cell phones which can bring 
these joys into our restaurants, 
concert halls, and places of worship. 
But the musical deterioration of 
communication pales in comparison 
to its more significant failings: loss 
of personality, loss of sincerity, loss 
of honesty. 

I’m going to try to relegate my 
personal hatred of the telephone 
to the background of this editorial. 
Perhaps it will be balanced by my 
appreciation for some of the aspects 
of email and instant messaging. 
In any case, it is the latter form of 
communication that has crept into 
my bulls-eye this issue. 

Instant messaging is a barrier to 
communication, a bane to healthy 
interaction, and a broad opportunity 
for dishonesty and_ insincerity. 
It removes the all-important 
elements of body language and 
vocal . intonation which _ make 
communication viable and authentic. 
It is a vehicle for convenience and 
efficiency, granted — but at what 
cost to mutual understanding, 
interpersonal relationships, and 
conversational skill? 

Just about everyone I know of my 
own generation has experience in 
instant messaging. MSN, AIM, ICQ, 
real-time forums like IRC, and web- 
based message boards are all part of 
the typical student's communicative 
repertoire. And I can think of only 
three or four people I have ever 
known who have chosen not to use 
email. Internet communication is 
pervasive and, at least in my limited 
circles, nearly universal. What are 
the implications of this revolution? 

My answers are from personal 
experience alone — no in-depth 
sociological studies or intensive 
interviews have been conducted, 
but merely observation nearly since 
the dawn of widespread email and 
messaging. 

There is no doubt that Internet 
communication has brought 
a myriad of positive effects. 
Communication has never been 
faster or cheaper, and has reached 
a peak in convenience. | can talk 
to my parents, graduated friends, 
or even my next-door neighbours 
instantaneously and for free. Another 
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Communication 
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positive effect is the recording of 
logs and the accumulation of emails 
as transcripts of communication, 
lending a hand to fallible human 
memory in cherishing conversations 
or recording important memos 
from months and years past. 
Finally, it can also be argued that 
in its very impersonality, instant 
messaging and email afford greater 
opportunities for interaction that 
shyness and fear might otherwise 
prohibit face-to-face. 

The drawbacks of Internet 
communication, however, are 
staggering. To start, one of its most 
obvious dangers is addiction — it is 
very, very easy to stay awake until 
the wee hours, putting off academics 
or extracurriculars, to chat with 
friends, relatives, or love interests. 
I have suffered this addiction, 
and I have a great many friends, 
some in high positions of student 
government, who struggle with it 
every day. The very convenience and 
comfort of modern communication 
discourage moderation and _ self- 
discipline. 

Impersonality in communication 
may, as described above, have some 
positive aspects, but I feel that it is 
one of the greatest dangers of the 
revolution. Pixels on a computer 
screen or cell phone LCD can hardly 
be expected to carry all the weight 
of a personally-delivered message. 
This impersonality introduces a 
great deal of guesswork - what 
the author is really saying is rarely 
spelled out, even with the assistance 
of the latest wide-eyed “emoticon,” 
leaving the recipient to imagine the 
intonation and body language that 
for a “normal” message of previous 
centuries would haye been obvious. 
I have seen many instances of pain, 
misunderstanding, and broken trust, 
based on the failings of Internet 
communication, to the point where I 
encourage all of my friends to avoid 
long conversations and “deep” 
topics when they are limited to email 
or messaging. 

For myself, having been through 
a lot of what I’ve just described, I 
now treat messaging as a tool only, 
not a stepping stone for building 
relationships. I’m also acutely aware 
of the limitations of email, though 
I still tend to slip and depend on 
email too much, particularly for 
work-related communication. In 
any case, this is the message I am 
trying to convey in this editorial: 
messaging and email are dangerous 
forms of communication, to be 
used with the greatest of caution. 
When Internet communication is 
used to build relationships, it must 
be supplemented by extra doses of 
honesty and transparency — every 
party must have spelled out for 
them what mere lines of text on 
a screen might disguise. It may 
even be necessary to revolutionize 
communication again, featuring the 
reintroduction of drums to herald a 
new era of communication. Perhaps 
there could even be a choral score to 
accompany the percussion? « * 
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Homosexuality 


GOD’S WORD IS CLEAR: 
HOMOSEXUALITY IS 
UNACCEPTABLE 


Dear Editor, 


While reading the latest issue 
of The Crown, I came across a few 
articles that I found disturbing. 

In the editorial, “Is Redeemer 
Ready for Homosexuality?” I was 
alarmed by a lack of Christian 
conviction. Questions such as “Is 
homosexuality acceptable before 
God?” and “Are faithful and 
monogamous relationships, whether 
straight or gay, celebrated by God?” 
have very clear answers. How do we 
know this? By reading the inspired 
word of God. 

Although many of us could say 
that we have never been personally 
confronted or challenged by the topic 
of homosexuality, there is no need to 
be at a loss for answers and truth. 
God's word is clear on the subject of 
homosexuality - therefore it cannot 
be a “gray area” in Christianity. As 
Christians, we are aware that in the 
beginning, God created a wonderful 
and perfect world. I’m sure that 
we would also agree that in our 
disobedience, we have perverted 
His good creation. We have departed 
from what is natural and morally 
right. The apostle Paul, in his 


letter to the Romans, explains that 
because of our disobedience, God 
gave us over to our shameful lusts. 


In el Paul says, “Even 
their 


women exchanged natural 


relations for unnatural ones. In the 
same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and 
were inflamed with lust for one 
another. Men committed indecent 
acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their 
perversion” (verses 26b-27 NIV). By 
using our bodies in an unpleasing 
manner, we have “exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie” (vs.25). The 
Bible is clear that God does not 
condone the sin of homosexuality 
any more than He condones the 
sexual sins of pedophilia and 
pornography. All sin, including all 
sexual sin, is a perversion of the good 
and beauty that God has created. In 
a day and age in which boundaries 
are always pushed and truth always 
twisted, it is increasingly important 
for Christians to keep God’s word as 
our focus and source of truth. 
Perhaps what I find increasingly 
alarming isourtendency to“embrace” 
homosexuality, even in our churches. 
The practice of homosexuality 
is not something that individual 
churches or denominations may 
choose to accept or reject. In the 
article “God, the Homosexual, and 
the Church,” Wendy Gritter talks 
about the need for responding in 
love to homosexuals. As members 
of the body of Christ, we are indeed 
called to help one another in our 
struggle against sin; this includes the 
struggle with homosexuality. Part 
of the beauty of being in the body 
of believers is that God can use us 
to help one another, encourage one 


another, and to keep one another 
accountable before Him. However, if 
our focus is solely on accepting and 
embracing one another in our sin, we 
lose sight of the fact that there is sin 
that needs to be dealt with in the first 
place. We are simply skirting around 
the issue. 

In his article, “Getting Over 
the Rainbow,” Brett Alan Dewing 
wrote about his struggle with 
homosexuality and the healing 
process that he went through. What 
impressed me most about Dewing’s 
article was his conviction that 
homosexuality is a sin, and his desire 
to be free of that sin. To admit the 
sin of this lifestyle and to fight it not 
only takes courage, it takes the grace 
of God. I congratulate Dewing on 
fighting this good fight! 

God is a good God who cares for 
His people. As brothers and sisters in 
Christ, we have the responsibility to 
minister to the needs of one another. 
We all struggle with different sins 
— not one of us is “better” or “less 
sinful” than the other. Through our 
struggles, it is my hope and prayer 
that all Christians, and specifically 
those at Redeemer, will be able to 
minister effectively to those who 
struggle with homosexuality. At the 
same time, however, I hope that as 
Christians we are clear on what God 
teaches us in his Word about the sin 
of homosexuality. 


- Sarah Hordyk 


exists in all q us. Hate can drive us 
to commit terrible acts. Just a month 
ago, a well-liked restaurant owner, 
Ronn Mattai, was viciously attacked 
by a young man. The motive? Mattai’s 
sexual orientation. The wound 
required over 200 stitches to close, and 
Mattai will havea deep scar on his face 
for the rest of his life. The Hamilton 
Police are calling it one of the worst 
hate crimes they can remember. 

As a we recognize that 
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Mattai was not living a perfect life. 

ut we must also recognize that 
such unprovoked violence is not 
any solution. Jesus commands us to 
love our enemies and pray for those 
who persecute us (Matthew 5:43). 
We are called to be Christ-like, and 
Jesus ate and drank with sinners. 
However, homosexuals are not the 
only sinners; as Paul teaches us: “all 
have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3: 23). We 
must reject violence and reach out to 
our neighbors with the good news of 
salvation, because we need to bring 
hope to our community. 1 John 4:20 
says, “Anyone who says, ‘I love God,’ 
yet hates his brother, is a liar. For 
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anyone who does not love his brother, 
whom he has seen, cannot love God, 
whom he has not seen.” 

We can’t sit idly by while these 
crimes continue. In Matthew 7:12, 
Jesus tells us, “In everything, do to 
others what you would have them do 
to you, for this sums up the Law and 
the Prophets.” We must reject violence 
and spread the joy of a life in Christ. 
Many people are urging churches, 
specifically in Hamilton, to raise 
awareness about this continually- 
rising issue. As a body of believers 
at Redeemer, we should also be 
concerned for the well-being of our 
world, beginning with that of our own 
community. 


- Heba Botros 


Christians and 
Drinking 


UNTOLD BENEFITS OF 
CAMPUS PUB 


Dear Editor, 

I was reading the latest issue of 
The Crown (March 3 ‘04) just a few 
minutes ago, and I appreciated the 
articles regarding alcohol. | am a big 
fan of sitting down and drinking a 
refreshing, crisp cold one. So I was 
thinking, why not do it on campus? 

Imagine — the Redeemer pub. 
A place where students, staff, and 
faculty could all come together to 
talk, laugh, and enjoy a pint of their 
favourite brew. The Religion students 
could discuss if they were predestined 
to be discussing predestination over a 
glass, while the History majors argue 
about the inevitability of the French 
Revolution, and the Theatre students 
could act out a bar brawl. Ah yes, the 
coming together of academia. 

Perhaps the addition of a campus 
pub could also curb the current 
budget. If you are someone who 
enjoys the occasional drink, then 
right now you are paying your 
tuition PLUS how much you spend 
on alcohol. If, though, the money you 
spent on alcohol were to be a source 
of income for Redeemer, the tuition 
rate could be lowered (at least in its 
growth), and so in the end it would be 
like getting discount drinks! 

It is win-win situation. Those 
of you who don’t drink will have a 
portion of your tuition funded by 
those who do. And those who do 
drink will be doing so at a discount 
price. 

Acampus pub: greater camaraderie 


March 17, 2004 


Where is the Maturity? 


Dear Editor, 

| ask each of you who take the 
time to read this article to take a 
close look at yourself. Take one 
thing about you that makes you 
uncomfortable, one thing that you 
dislike about yourself, Now that 
you have this certain thing in mind, 
imagine yourself walking down 
the halls of Redeemer and having 
everyone stare at this certain part 
of you that you don’t like. You will 
feel uncomfortable, it will make 
you feel like there is something 
wrong with you, and you may even 
become embarrassed to walk the 
halls. For some Redeemer students, 
this is a daily experience. 

We all know that there are 
certain criteria used to determine 
if one disabled, whether mentally 
or physically. Certain people have 
limitations - 
different abilities 
perhaps — but all 
the same, these 
people are 
unable to do all 
the tasks that the 
“ordinary Joe” 
can do. But does 
this mean one is 
handicapped? In technical terms I 
suppose it does, but I would like 
to argue that essentially it does not. 
God has created everyone in His 
image, each with their own ability 
to complete their God-called task 
here on this earth. I realize that we 
all subconsciously know this, and I 
do not wish to argue the fact should 
any of you believe otherwise. 

I would, however, like to have 
the “ordinary” people of Redeemer 
realize something that I and many 
others feel. We do not enjoy people 
staring at us as we walk or wheel 
the halls of the school. I myself 
wear a prosthetic. For those of you 
who are so curious that you must 
stare at my legs as I pass to figure 
out which one it is, it is my right 
leg. I would like you to know that 
the stares of discomfort are not 
appreciated; in fact, they make 
one feel belittled. As you may have 
read in the last article I wrote to The 
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or wheel the halls of the 
school 
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Crown, | was involved in a terrible 
car accident. When asked to write 
the article, [ thought long and hard 
of writing for this very simple 
reason: I did not want others in 
the school to look at me differently. 
This current article is addressed by 
no means to everyone in the school, 
but I would like to address those 
who find it important to stare at 
me as I walk and those who find 
it a must to stare at anyone with a 
disability. 

We are aware of the limitations 
we have. In fact, I think it’s safe to 
say that we hate the disabilities with 
which we are faced. Yet at the same 
time, we have learned to accept it 
as our lot in life, and have learned 
how to deal with our disabilities. 
I’m a walking miracle, to this I will 
profess; but I ask you as fellow 
students and 
adults that if you 
find it necessary 
to look at me as 
walk, to talk 
about me, or to 
try to decipher 
which leg is the 
prosthetic, then 
do so in a way 
that I cannot notice. This letter 
may seem rude to some of you and 
come as a surprise to others, but I 
shared my heart in the last article 
I wrote because I felt that’s what 
I was called to do. I did not share 
who I am so that I could be stared 
at as I walk the halls of Redeemer. 
We are all, limitations or not, a gift 
from God, and everyone should 
feel welcome. 


- Brad Eggink 
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The Motley View 
Be Careful, Littke Mouth, 
What You Say 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
& LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


The title of this article may 
remind you Of the cute little song 
you all sang in Sunday school, or 
possibly still sing now. It reminded 
us to be mindful of what we say... 
and who's around when we say 
it. When we were younger, this 
was as simple as not saying the 
“bad” words or calling someone 
a mean name; the threat of having, 
your mouth washed out with soap 
loomed before us. 

Unfortunately, as we grow up, 
developing a broader vocabulary 
and becoming much more 
eloquent, we are now capable 
of saying the “wrong” things 
at the “wrong” times without 
necessarily using “bad” words. 
Consequentially, this can result 
in things much worse than 
the standard soap and water 
treatment, 

Like murder, speech crime 
comes in varying degrees. The 
first degree has to do with saying 
things to purposely hurt or create 
problems. The second degree 
involves the intent to “stir the 
pot” which produces an end result 
much worse than planned. Third 
degree speech crimes, also known 
as involuntary wordslaughter, 
involve an accidental slip of 
the tongue. History is rife with 
examples of these speech crimes. 
Let us take the time to examine 
some of these memorable 
occasions. 

For our first example, we look 
at the most recent of our events. 
On March 10", U.S. Democratic 
Presidential Nominee and front- 
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with his microphone mistakenly 
still on. After speaking to a group 
of union workers in Illinois, he was 
told by one of his supporters to keep 
smiling. To this he replied, “Oh 
yeah, don’t worry man. We're going 
to keep pounding, let me tell you 
— we're just beginning to fight here. 
These guys are the most crooked, 
you know, lying group of people 
I’ve ever seen.” This comment was 
quickly broadcast internationally, 
leaving Mr. Kerry’s campaign with 
the added responsibility of making 
sure that microphones are turned off 
immediately following his speeches. 
Be careful, little mouth, what you 
say, for it might put you on damage 
control. With 
that comment, 
Mr. Kerry has 
been convicted 
of — involuntary 
wordslaughter. 

The second 
example __ takes 
us back to the 
year 1912. While 
building the 
“unsinkable” 
Titanic, one of 
the workers was quoted as saying, 
“Not even God Himself could sink 
this ship.” Needless to say, the man 
ordered a rather large helping of 
crow with those words. For now 
the Titanic is resting at the bottom 
of the Atlantic Ocean - where it 
has been since its maiden voyage 
ninety-two years ago. Two things 
can be learned from this: first, 
quite obviously, be careful little 
mouth what you say. Second, don’t 
challenge God’s abilities (Galatians 
6:7). The jury found this employee 
guilty of a second-degree word 
crime. 

Now this brings us to an example 
of first-degree word crime, and 


We are now capable 
of saying the “wrong” 
things at the “wrong” 
times without 
necessarily using “bad” ,,.., 
words. A} 


nobody in the media has been 
convicted of this more often 
than Canada’s very own Don 
Cherry. No other man’s words 
have been able to generate as 
much controversy as this beloved 
hockey commentator. Decked 
out in one of his “fashionable” 
suits, he manages to hurl insult 
after insult toward individuals 
and nations, knowing full well 
the consequences of what he 
says. If Mr. Cherry were Prime 
Minister of this “great” nation, we 
would be in dire straits. Canada 
would have no relations with any 
country, and every citizen would 
be responsible to defend Canada’s 
borders, except 
for French- 
Canadians, who 
would be forced 
to stay in the 
“badlands,” 
formerly known 
as Quebec, 
For students 
faculty 
Redeemer, 
The 


makes 


quotes in 

Crown 
light of some such word crimes, 
and provides the medium through 
which we can find entertainment 
in the “slips” or remarks of those 
in this community. As a special 
bonus, The Crown is available 
online, leaving these comments 
just a few mouse clicks away from 
everyone with internet access... 
comforting thought, isn’t it? 

So as we finish these final few 
weeks of classes and prepare for 
our exams, may we all be mindful 
of our speech and never forget 
the age-old line: “Be careful, little 
mouth, what you say.” 
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Jubilee 2004: Taking the Red Pill 


Cultural engagement 
and social 
justice illumined 
at Pittsburgh 
conference 


BY KEN DAM (02) 


The Pittsburgh Hilton hotel 
was the venue for “Jubilee 2004” 
(February 27-29), where I joined 
fellow members of Redeemer’s 
Ontario Student Solidarity Local 
(OSSL) club and 41800 other 
university students from across 
the continent. Jubilee is an annual 
conference sponsored by the good 
people at the Coalition for Christian 
Outreach, a campus ministry to 
college and university students 
in Ohio, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. The majority of those 
attending were from these states, 
with a small contingent from Calvin 
College, and 10-15 from Redeemer. 
The purpose of the conference was 
to promote a “Kingdom” mind-set. 

Abraham Kuyper once said, 


“There is not a square inch in 
the whole domain of our human 
existence over which Christ, who 
is Sovereign over all, does not cry: 
Mine!” Kuyper was not quoted at 
Jubilee, but at several points Lakita 
Garth, the keynote speaker, came 
close. Garth, a social commentator, 
media consultant and professional 
entertainer based in Los Angeles, 
intertwined humour and pointed 
insight. She addressed the gathering 
three times, speaking on discovering 
our purpose in Christ, equipping 
us for that purpose, and carrying 
out that Kingdom work. Christ's 
reign is all encompassing, and as 
Christ’s hands and feet in the world, 
Christians are called to embody 
Jubilee principles in every facet of 
life. This means Christians ought to 
be at the “gates” of our culture. In 
Genesis 22, God promises Abraham 
that his descendents will possess 
the gates of their enemies. Whoever 
controls the gates controls the city. 
Therefore, Christians today should 
discern what the gates of our culture 
are, and get involved in media, art, 
politics, and entertainment. We 
need to have the vision to boldly 
bring our “Kingdom” principles 
into areas of influence within our 


culture, 

To illustrate her point, Garth 
reminded us of the Left Behind 
series of books, in which Christians 
disappear instantaneously with 
the rapture. Aside from a few car 
crashes and a couple hours of 
general panic, 
society is then 
able to continue 
efficiently, 


Whoever controls the 
gates controls the city. 


mindset, seminars were offered in 
various disciplines. Art, Education, 
Technology, Business, Law, 
Medicine, and Philosophy were 
just a few disciplines to choose 
from, James Smith, professor of 
philosophy at Calvin College, spoke 
on pursuing 
wisdom in The 
Matrix. He likened 
humanity’s 


the - pele. Theretore, Christians. situation to’ that 
and economic 5 wu described in the 
structures today should discern movie: we are 
continue to what the gates of our all slaves and 
function wit in bondage, 
scarcely a hiccup, culture are, and get unable to see the 
while the media involved in media truth. However, 
outlets and all es r when we. start 
the various facets art, politics, and asking the tough 
of society roll entertainment questions from 
on, It is easy to ; a Christian 
grasp her point. framework, we 


If Christians 
embodied the gospel in its full 
comprehensive nature, and 
recognize Christ’s reign as_ all 
encompassing, a rapture event such 
as the one in “Left Behind” would 
seriously disrupt the day-to-day 
activities of every area of society. 
To further examine the 
ramifications of this kingdom 


are released and 
will be able to see reality. Christians 
are called to take the “red pill” 
~ to ask the tough questions. We 
cannot be content with the “blue 
pill” of ignorance and _ seclusion. 
Basically, he encouraged us to delve 
deeply into our various disciplines, 
to pursue wisdom in all facets of 
culture, and to do so boldly with 


our comprehensive 
propelling us forward. 

Our group of OSSLers hosted 
our own information session, to 
discuss our call to work for social 
justice. Luring students with an 
endless supply of fine cheese, our 
hotel suite became a discussion 
room where we networked with 
other students working for social 
justice. It was exciting to exchange 
ideas and share OSSL’s vision with 
other students. For those Redeemer 
students interested in social justice, 
I encourage you to check out OSSL. 
Our meetings are open to all — the 
more the merrier. 

In my assessment, the conference 
was a large success. Anytime 
you have hundreds of students 
purchasing copies of Al Wolters’ 
Creation Regained, it's a success. 
The folks at Hearts and Mind Books, 
who had set up a table in the Hilton 
lobby, shamelessly plugged Wolters’ 
book at the main sessions. The most 
satisfying aspect of the weekend for 
me? A couple thousand students 
getting a dose of Reformed theology, 
well on their way to becoming 
“mini-Kuyperians,” perhaps not 
even knowing it. « ° 


Christianity 


Unions: For Good or Evil? 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


bring management and employees 
to the same level, where they can 
share knowledge about the nature 


of each other’s work, address 
difficulties, and defuse conflicts. 
Christians should therefore be 


members of trade unions if they 
desire to seek justice. 

The opposing side countered 
that good management can handle 
these . conflicts without union 
intervention. Union membership 
should be avoided for several 
reasons. Unions discourage their 
members from going beyond the 
minimum requirements of their 
jobs, even when it would benefit 
the business to do so. Furthermore, 
unions restrict the ability of 
the management to reward its 
outstanding employees when they 
go beyond the call of duty. The 
requirement to strike is a Marxist, 
class-struggle type attitude and 
not the attitude of loving one’s 
neighbour. 

Trade unions look after the benefit 
of the workers they represent, but 
ultimately 
ion Lio Tis 


are only 
concerned 
with their 


own survival. 
However, 


Christian labour 
unions desire that 
the entire firm — 


as CLAC has done. However, the 
contra-union party said that by 
forcing higher standards, unions 
discourage prospective companies 
from bringing jobs to developing 
countries. 


Dr. Ellens’ final question 
concerned whether or not a 
non-adversarial approach was 


possible. Dr. Van Dyke and Mr. 
Dijkema asked, “Can a_ family 
have harmony?” Cooperation is 
a challenge that requires effort. 
Christian labour unions desire 
that the entire firm — including 


employees and management — 
prospers. Many people simply 
don’t understand this approach 


and promptly declare it impossible. 
Dr. Boersema and Mr. Van Rooyen 
asserted that third parties tend to 
reduce communication, and that 
non-adversarial approaches’ to 
business are possible without the 
presence of a union. 

In closing, they maintained that 
unions take from business’ limited 
pool of resources and by their 
very nature encourage conflicts 
between management and workers. 
Instead of looking to 
unions, Christians 
should bring justice 
by speaking out 
against irresponsible 
government practices 
that prevent healthy 


this is itself a . 4 competition. 

contradiction including employees Their opponents 
because the upheld unions 
demands _ of and management because man is 
the union are ve limited, because 
detrimental to prospers. life is broader than 
the business economics, and 
that supports because the “invisible 


the workers. 

Mr. Dijkema and Dr. Van Dyke 
affirmed that one such normative 
goal for businesses is economic 
profit. However, Christian labour 
unions are never simply economic, 
they deal with many people who 
all bear the image of God. But 
what about secular labour unions? 
Christians need to be present in 
secular institutions, and should see 
unions as necessary and desirable 
because God's law requires justice. 


Dr. Boersema and Mr. Van 
Rooyen argued that today, the 
imbalance of power within 
the workplace does not exist. 


Government legislation provides 
for safe work environments and just 
wages without having to surrender 
part of one’s income on union dues. 

Both sides agreed that trade 


unions could have a_ global 
influence. Developing countries 
have sweatshops, child labour, 


and unfair working conditions; the 
problem lies in what is to be done 
about these issues. The pro-union 
side stated that a union presence 
would eventually rectify good 
working conditions by promoting 
social responsibility and by joining 
the World Confederation of Labor, 


hand” ignores the complexity of 
human life. Christian labour unions 
have successfully encouraged 
healthy work environments, and the 
cost is worth the cause of justice. 

After a short hot chocolate break, 
questions asked by those in the 
audience introduced complications 
and addressed specific applications 
of unions to today’s workplace. 
One specific question that seems 
to sum up the differing opinions of 
the evening concerned the simple 
idea of unionizing McDonald’s. 
Dr. Boersema and Mr. Van Rooyen 
asserted that doing so would drive 
up wages beyond the value of the 
job, causing an increase in prices 
and therefore harming the business 
overall. Rather than unionizing, 
why not simply try to change the 
business model? Dr. Van Dyke and 
Mr. Dijkema responded by saying 
that that’s what CLAC does when it 
looks to benefit the whole business, 
even when it means settling for a 
less-than-perfect wage. Workers in 
such unskilled jobs would try to get 
the hours necessary for maintaining 
a living wage rather than asking 
for a higher wage than the job is 
worth. «? 


PHOTO NEWS IN BRIEF 


i. 


Redeemer’s students and alumni squared 
off in the playoff match between the Royals and the Rebels 
Friday, March 5 (above). In the double-elimination playoff 
system, the 6-3 win by the Royals put the Rebels’ season in 
jeopardy, and indeed the Rebels were eliminated by a loss 
to the Pirates last Friday. The 19-5 Royals went on to win an 
exciting, double-shootout match versus the Chiefs last week, 
and will face the Dundas Stars at 9:15 this Friday. 


smallest donkey. 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


The wildly popular, Senate-sponsored “Mystery 
Madness Tour’ entertained a sold-out bus full of 40 
students on March 6. For just $10 each, the group 
ate lunch at Rainforest Cafe in Toronto (above), then 
took in the Garden Brothers’ Circus at Skydome, 
featuring trained elephants and other beasts, 
acrobats, and (left) FuFu, the offspring of the world’s 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


It was a disappointing day of 
championship club volleyball 
on March 6. The women’s team 
(left) entered the tournament 
undefeated in 20 matches, while 
the guys (above) were also in 1st 
place at 10-2, but unfortunately, 
both squads lost heartbreaking 
final matches to settle for silver 
on the season. 

Women’s scores: 25-10, 23-25, 25- 
23, 26-28, 6-15. 

Men’s scores: 25-17, 25-20, 15-25, 
24-26, 7-15. 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 
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Next Up: Genera 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


Mikey Arce 


Mikey is 
currently serving 
on Senate as 
SASC chair and 
has enjoyed his 
time serving 
the Redeemer 
student body. 
He views his 
experience 
with Senate as 
a blessing, and 
wants to continue offering his gifts 
and dedicating his time in this way. 
Mikey believes that his previous 
experience will be an asset to next 
year’s Senate, as he knows quite 
a bit about the recently-revised 
structure of the office of General 
Senator and what the position 
requires of him. He looks forward 
to devoting his time, knowledge, 
and gifts, should he be elected. 


Natalie Armstrong 

Natalie is 
currently a first- 
year Senator and 
is active with The 
Crown, varsity 
basketball, 
house _ league 
basketball, the 
Rec Centre 
Committee, and 
the Activities 
Committee. 
She has a heart for Redeemer and 
wishes to continue to be active 
next year as a General Senator. 
Natalie believes that Redeemer has 


FEATURES 


the opportunity to be a light for 
our area if we only allow it to be, 
and her goal is to implement new 
activities that draw the community 
and other institutions to our school. 
Natalie desires to continue to be a 
part of Senate, using her motivation, 
expectations, and strong work ethic 
to serve the students for another 
year. 


Steve Dykstra 


Steve has been 
inspired by the 
enthusiasm of 
this school and 
is passionate 
about _ serving 
and getting 
involved, 
drawing on 
his experience 
in high school 
leadership 
positions. Here 
at Redeemer, he is involved in 
Senior Impact, Kidz Club, and 
Wednesday night prayer group. 
Steve looks forward to taking on 
a greater leadership role, and has 
many great ideas to contribute to 
our school. He desires to be a fresh, 
enthusiastic face on Senate. 


Laura Johnson 

Laura is currently a first- 
year Senator who is active in the 
Spiritual and Service Committee, 
with a number of past leadership 
roles under her belt. Her aim is 
have Redeemer _ internationally 
recognized in Campus Life magazine, 
and wishes to recruit more 
students from the United States, 


Louter: Knowing Who We Are 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

“agg eB i ee 
one’s place are not important for 
one’s identity, and a kind of hubris 
in believing that creation has no 
identity apart from human industry 
upon it. He lamented generations of 
inner-city children who have never 
seen the stars or visited a forest and 
insisted that encountering creation 
can be an authentic religious 
experience. 

For this reason he ended his 
lecture with a confession. He 
currently serves on a committee that 
has been overseeing the development 
of a church building for Fellowship 


read the 


CITIZENS for PUBLIC JUSTICE 
229 College Street, Suite 311, Toronto, Ontario MST IRA ; 


CRC. Feeling apprehensive about 


“this: build, he said that he visited 


the future site of the church, here on 
the north-east corner of the campus, 
and stood and spoke to the land. He 
needed to ask forgiveness for our 
passage there, and expected to hear 
a voice say, “It's OK” — but there 
was no “reply.” Ray seems to have 
been left with a responsibility — a 
responsibility he extended to those 
attending his lecture — to know who 
we are, where we are, and where 
we have come from, and to love 
our world and tell the stories of our 
place. «* 


Faith Justice m t 


* visil us at www.cpj.ca 
support the work of social ustice 


overseas, and 
other provinces. 
In addition, 
she wishes 
to clarify the 
necessary steps 
these students 
must take to 
become students 
in Canada. 
Laura also 
wishes to chair 
a committee for commuter and 
mature students in order to address 
their needs. She desires to continue 
to serve the Redeemer community 
with a passion for service and 
leadership, as she is ambitious and 
dedicated. 


Mira Ponomarenko 

Mira is 
interested in 
bringing more 
ethnic diversity 
to the Redeemer 
campus through 
increased 
promotion 
of our school 
in European 
countries, and 
events here 
on campus with a cultural focus. 
She also desires to strengthen 
our relationship with the local 
community and increase fellowship 
with our local schools and churches. 
Lastly, Mira would work to improve 
both residence life and commuter 
opportunities through food plan 
and transit reviews. She is excited 
to use her gifts of motivation and 
dedication to contribute to our 
school community, and will use her 
past experience on Student Council 
and SASC to work as a team with 
next year’s Stu 


Darren i 
Senator and 


Runn 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
taught; philoso became one of 


the many disciplines where these 
ideas were worked out. 

A natural teacher to begin with, 
Runner also brought such an 
intense passion to the classroom 
that he left his students open- 
mouthed and spellbound. His 
teaching was more like preaching, 
and he preached with a power that 
few had ever experienced before. 
John Hultink, one of his former 
students, writes that “Runner's 
classes were never boring. He 
constantly had our heads spinning, 
our hearts pumping and our spirits 
soaring. Runner was a man with a 
mission.” Calvin College was his 
mission field, and he brought to 
it a conviction that made converts 
of many impressionable first-year 
students. Runner understood the 
questions and uncertainties faced 
by college students, and he was 
determined to teach them a biblical 
understanding of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Though Runner’s lively classes 
were infamous at Calvin, his desire 
to expound a holistic Christian 
philosophy extended far beyond 
the classroom. Wherever there were 
people willing to listen, there he 
would teach. One of these places 
was the Groen van Prinsterer 
Society, also known as the Groen 
Club. After delivering his “Rudder 
Hard Over!” speech in 1953, Runner 
was approached by a group of 
students who wanted 
to learn more about 
his then-radical ideas. 
Out of this interest, 
the Groen Club was 
born. Over the next 


y a first-year 
d an incredible 


twenty years, under 
Runner’s tutelage, a 
ever-changing 


band of students met 
recites to read 
philosophy, present 
papers, and _ explore 
the implications of a 
neocalvinistworldview. 
Thou; the group 

caused quite a ruckus 
| at Calvin, it became 


experience 
serving the 
student 
body. He was 
involved in the 
restructuring 
of the General 
Senator role 
and served on 
the Activities 
Committee this 
| year. Darren 

believes clubs 
are vital to the life and ministry 
of Redeemer, and in representing 
clubs to the Senate he wishes to 
bring out their potential. He also 
believes that clubs are important 
for community outreach, and is 
excited about the potential that 
is there. Darren would love to be 
a part of Senate again, and work 
to continue on this year’s path of 
serving God’s name. 


Tim van Alstyne 

Tim is excited 
to return to 
the Redeemer 
community next 
fall and is eager 


about having 
the opportunity 
to actively 


participate in 
it. His past 
experience 
includ ¢€s 
involvement 
with his high school newspaper, 
chapel, and various ministries, 
and he wishes to offer his time 
and gifts to Redeemer as well. 
Tim desires to build upon the 
tradition of community that is here, 
and is particularly interested in 
representing commuting, mature, 
and international students, as that 
is where his experience lies. 


Dharshika Watson 
Dharshika hopes to establish 


an effective tool Runner used in his 
effort to see Christians working to 
impact society. Runner strategically 
directed many of the Groen Club 
members to vocations, such as 
law, that were in need of the all- 
encompassing transformative 
power of the gospel. 

In addition to presiding over the 
Groen Club, Runner was also highly 
involved in the personal lives of his 
students. He took students into his 
home, went for walks with them, 
and heard their personal struggles. 
Al Wolters, who lived with Runner 
and his wife during his last year 


| Senator Elections 


continuity 
between all 
student-run 
organizations. 
If successful 
in becoming a 
General Senator, 
she wishes to 
promote unity 
within the 
student body, 
with respect for 
denominational 
and cultural differences. She 
would also like to give more 
attention to international, mature, 
and commuting students, actively 
making them more involved in our 
community. Dharshika has a vision 
that extends beyond the Redeemer 
campus, and wants to create a 
broader awareness and involvement 
in social and community issues 
outside of our school. She desires 
to use her passion for change and 
improvement to serve the student 
body. 


Veronica White 

Veronica 
has big, 
plans for 
next year’s 
Student 
Senate and 
is excited 
to share 
her gifts in 
making them 
a reality. She 
wants Senate to organize a variety 
of team-building activities to enable 
the Redeemer community to better 
interact with each other. Veronica 
wishes to see our school grow 
together as a community in faith 
and in love, trusting one another. 
She is eager to serve and use her 
leadership abilities, creative ideas, 
and extroverted personality to 
make next year one of the best yet 
for the Redeemer community. «? 


ar: Remembered for his Passion 


also been instrumental in launching 
numerous Christian organizations 
and institutions: The Institute of 
Christian Studies, the Christian 
Labour Association of Canada, 
Citizens for Public Justice, King’s 
College, and even Redeemer were 
all started by those who sought 
to make Runner’s vision a reality. 
These organizations are themselves 
now shaping society and changing 
the lives of thousands of people. 

So, what now? Why should 
we talk about H. Evan Runner? 
Isn’‘t Redeemer already dedicated 
to teaching out of a Reformed 


at Calvin, said worldview? Yet, 
that many : ie while there have 
of Runner’s The Institute of Christian been many exciting 
pemereie Shieies, the Chitin <evelopments 
sons. Many Labour Association of the establishment 
Stents one Canada, Citizens for Public of we and CLAC, 
Rumer that Justice, King’s College, si that "Runner 
lasted for years. and even Redeemer were passed on is not 

With _his all started by those who <ausing _as_ much 
driving passion ,. commotion as it 
and unending, sought to make Runner's once did. Even 
work both in vision a reality. at Redeemer, 
and out of the many students 


classroom, it 

is hardly surprising that H. Evan 
Runner has had an enormous 
impact on Christian thought. Yet, 
strangely enough, Runner is not 
remembered because of books 
he wrote or papers he published 
(he actually published very little). 
Rather, Runner is influential largely 
because of his students. Over 
the years that Runner taught at 
Calvin, his contagious neocalvinist 
worldview changed the lives of 
hundreds. These students, having 
caught Runner’s passion, pursued 
their various careers with the 
recognition that “life is religion.” 
Of these students, many became 
leaders: ministers, academics, and 
social activists. A high percentage 
of those involved in the Groen club 
pursued graduate degrees, many at 
the Free University in Amsterdam, 
and have since been engaged in 
scholarship that takes seriously 
the call “to surrender every 
thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ.” Runner’s students have 


are apathetic and 
ignorant about the vision Runner 
so fervently preached. There is a 
desperate need for revival of this 
vision, for students to become 
committed to a gospel that accepts 
the lordship of Christ over the 
whole of creation. Christians must 
climb out of their pietist holes 
and network together to apply 
biblical norms to church, art, film, 
politics, schools, journalism, and 
business. Christians must step 
up, take the rudder, and steer this 
society towards a redemption only 
possible in Jesus Christ. Failure to 
do so is a rejection of God’s supreme 
authority. «” 


For more information, see: 
“H. Evan Runner and the Groen 
Club” by Harry Van Dyke: 


“The Importance of H. Evan 
Runner” by Al Wolters: 
http://www. wrf,ca/comment/issuc/ 
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Dr. Bartholomew, Newest Prof on the Block 


Taking spirituality 
and community 
seriously, with a 

South African drawl 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


As a former resident of South 
Africa and England, an avid tennis 
player, and an ordained Anglican 
priest, Dr. Bartholomew doesn’t 
seem to be a typical Redeemer 
professor. But upon listening to his 
smooth and sophisticated South 
African drawl, one soon realizes that 
this is a man of accomplishment, 
passion, and wisdom. A seasoned 
and renowned scholar and public 
speaker, Dr. Bartholomew brings 
much to our University. 

It was hearing about Al Wolters’ 
book, Creation Regained, that caused 


Dr. Bartholomew, _ affectionately 
called “Craig” by his students, 
to become enthused about 


Redeemer. After discovering that 
he “shared Redeemer’s passion,” 
Dr. Bartholomew acted on_ his 
conviction and accepted a position 
with the philosophy department 
at Redeemer. Living in Canada, 
he says, has been a pleasurable 
experience; his only grievances are 
the frigid winters and the staggering 
prices of auto insurance. 

Dr. Bartholomew divides his 
time between teaching philosophy 
at Redeemer and occupying the H. 
Evan Runner chair. The H. Evan 


“"Somet 


BY DANNY IRVINE 


Or, at least, "something 
provocative.” Next week, Redeemer’s 
2004 spring mainstage production 
of Macbeth opens with Joe Abbey- 
Colborne returning as guest director. 
Joe currently serves as a pastor and 
runs a drop-in centre at a church in 
Toronto’s Parkdale, a community 
with a large number of mental health 
patients, homeless persons, drug 
users and sex-trade workers. In 2000, 
he produced Redeemer’s spring 
mainstage, Harold Pinter’s Revue 
Sketches, a series of earthy, comical 
and ultimately universal dramas 
set in working and poverty-class 
settings. Now Joe returns to direct 
students, alumni and faculty in the 
infamous Scottish play. 

He says he chose this play because 
"It is more of an ensemble piece 
than the other tragedies. King Lear 
is dominated by Lear, Hamlet by 
Hamlet.” But he also says he selected 
Macbeth because Shakespeare is 
perhaps the centre of the Western 
literary canon, and people therefore 
accept more from him than from 
other writers. And in Macbeth, there 
is a lot to be accepted. It is a play in 
which characters make opportunistic 
and often quite terrible decisions, and 
then persuade themselves not only 
that these decisions are appropriate 
for the circumstance, but also that 
they are ideal. 

"l love this play," Joe says. "I love it 
because it is such a bald examination 
of the really gritty underbelly of 
humanity.” 

Joe has taken the story of Macbeth 
out of its medieval Scottish setting and 
put it in the film-noir gangster world 
of the 1930's. It is a world of loyalty 
and ambition, of circumstantial and 
ambiguous morality. 

"Power among the nobility of 
medieval Scotland was negotiated 
according to the same methods as 
it was among the gangs of 1930's 
Chicago — they are the same methods 
that we all use; we are just more 
sophisticated at hiding it. 

"Whatever play I did, I knew that 
I would move it to another setting, 
because it is a universal story. Who 
Macbeth is, is repeated throughout 
history; so many of Shakespeare's 
characters are. I could have done 
Romeo and Juliet, but | would have 
made, | don’t know, one of them 
a Christian and one of them a 
Muslim... 

"The other idea that I considered 
for Macbeth, in place of the gangster 
setting, was to set the play in the 
corporate level, in a fast-food empire, 
because there is the same treachery, 
double crossing, shifting loyalties, 
and love. It is a love story — the 


Dr. Craig Bartholomew, Redeemer’s newest professor of 


Philosophy and the inaugural H. Evan Runner chair. 


Runner Chair (see article, p. 1) 
is endowed in honour of a mid- 
twentieth century reformer who 
was monumental in establishing 


Christian higher education and 
advocating a Christian approach 
to scholarship in North America. 
Dr. Bartholomew's position as the 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


H. Evan Runner Chair allows him 
to do research and to promote a 
Christian worldview to education 
and other aspects of life, both at 
Redeemer and abroad. He speaks 
with eagerness about this great 
ministry opportunity. 

Since starting at Redeemer in 
January of 2004, Dr. Bartholomew 
has appreciated the support 
he’s received from both faculty 
and students. It is his hope that 
he can work with Redeemer in 
further developing our vision of 


respective disciplines. 

Dr. Bartholomew values both 
developing community and 
building relationships through the 
work he does. Already in his brief 
time here, students have remarked 
on his high level of approachability 
and his ability to make the 
material he teaches accessible to all 
students, 

When asked what his dream 
course to teach at Redeemer would 
be, Dr. Bartholomew perked up 
about the possibility of anew course 


celebrating Christ in all aspects of in philosophical hermeneutics. 
life. He spoke of Dr. Bartholomew 
the importance ; ; heads an initiative 
of recognizing Already in his brief time comprised of 
the need for here, students have a network of 
Chr ihe tian ! j 5 Christian scholars 
scholars, not remarked on his high aimed at creating 
only to grab level of approachability space for and 
hold of an inner d his abili defining the 
spirituality, but an Is ability to make role of Christian 
also to develop the material he teaches scholarship in 
a Christian ' the context of the 
mindset to all accessible to all students. church and our 
areas of study. society. The course 
In this way, he in hermeneutics 


says, we can worship God in our 
spiritual activities, as well as in 
everything we do. 

He believes that events at 
Redeemer such as Church in the 
Box draw a community together 
and are effective ways of integrating 
Christian approach to everyday 
life. Currently, Dr. Bartholomew is 
eagerly laying the groundwork for 
a future café-style discussion group 


that would involve Redeemer 
students committed to taking 
spirituality seriously in their 


would introduce students to the 
work of this project and would 
likely give them the opportunity to 
get involved. 

With all his regular work and 
keen ambitions, Dr. Bartholomew 
hopes to find time to build 
valuable relationships and a strong 
community with those around him. 
For the time being, though, Dr. 
Bartholomew plans to settle into 
the good life in Hamilton, and to 
scout out a good deal on some car 
insurance. « * 


ing Wicked This Way Comes a 


guy at The Hamilton Spectator was a 
little surprised to hear me say that. 
‘Don’t you mean lust?’ Sure, there 
is sex. Love is expressed in so many 
different ways in the play." 

Violence and _ sexuality have 
their places in Macbeth -— though 
with respect to Shakespeare and 
the gangster world of the 1930s it 
is neither gratuitous nor without 
precedent. 

"I thought it was important," 
Joe says, "that the ‘witches’ in our 
production be alluring and not just 
repulsive. So often they are portrayed 
as simply repulsive. Our culture is 
not allured by or fascinated with, for 
instance, black magic — at least, not 
in the same way that it is with sex. 
Though I think that we have tuned 
it down; there is certainly no more 
than there is in Shakespeare. His 
plays are all filled with really bawdy 
humour.” 

What is the value in staging and 
seeing a play that deals with such 
unsettling subject matter? "Macbeth 
is not a monster. He and Lady 
Macbeth are normal people ... what 
they do is what we do all of the time: 
we call darkness ‘light.’ 

"We are uncomfortable with the 
play, and we should be. I would be 
concerned if we could see this play 
and identify with the characters 
and not feel disquieted, ‘diseased.’ 
Macbeth is sick. So is the audience. 
What is wrong in me that I can love 
this play; that I can say, ‘Shakespeare 
wrote a good play; no one should 
ever produce it’? But we see it 
because we recognize ourselves in 
it, all of our humanity in it. It is true, 
then. It’s a true reflection, of at least 
part of us — not of ‘those people over 
there,’ but of some of me. It is true, 
and insofar as it is true, we are drawn 
to it. 

"Jesus talked about that: you 
know the truth, you are drawn to 
it, my disciples hear my voice — he 
says stuff like that all the time. And 
‘truth’ does not refer simply to the 
niceties, but also to truth that is 
frightening, repulsive. Those who 
have imagination and willingness 
will be drawn to it, to hear what 
it means to be human, all the dark 
corners of who we are. If you know 
the truth it will set you free, but it 
wont necessarily be pleasant. Jesus 
constantly warned us that following, 
him would not be pleasant." 

Macbeth previews Tuesday, March 
23 at 8 p.m, and has a matinee on 
Wednesday, March 24 at 12 p.m. 
(tickets $6.00 for both), and shows 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
(25, 26, 27) at 8 p.m. Tickets for 
the evening shows are $10.00 for 
students, and are available at the box 
office (x4211), ©” 
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THRESH Movie Night: Redemption in Pulp Fiction 


Film of redemption 
tempered by 
violence and abuse 


BY BONNIE SUTHERLAND 


Some people may think that 
Pulp Fiction (1994) is not the best 
movie to show in the Aud. Any 
person wandering by could come 
in and take a seat without knowing 


Veenstra and Morgan McPherson. 


what will bombard their senses 
in the next few hours. This was 
the idea, and it was accompanied 
with a strong warning, of violence, 
language and mature themes. 

As I walked into the Aud last 
Thursday, I was handed a piece of 
paper with discussion questions 
before I took my_ seat, Seth 
Veenstra and Morgan McPherson 
led a brief introduction, outlining 
the reasons why this movie was 
chosen over many others for public 


discussion, particularly because 
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Commerce Place, | 
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Email dvanderwoerd@rossmecbride.corr 
Direct Dial: 905-572-5803 


God 
wants 


your 
undergrad 


wmace 


af 


LEADERSHIP through UNDERSTANDING 


McMaster Divinity College, McMaster University, 
1280 Main St. W. Hamilton, ON, L8S 4K1 


905-525-9140 ext. 24401 


Pulp Fiction was a groundbreaking, 
film. According to Veenstra and 
McPherson, its non-linear storyline 
and use of dialogue put to shame 
the movies of the previous decade. 
Both Veenstra and McPherson have 
seen the movie several times and 
had opportunity to research the 
various themes in it. They ended 
the intro with a brief disclaimer and 
then we sat back to watch the film. 

I had not seen the film before, but 
was ready for the graphic nature. 
It began at the chronological end 


John Travolta and Samuel L. Jackson star in Pulp Fiction, the focus of a movie night and discussion hosted by Seth 


and ended at the beginning, with 
a graceful storyline throughout. 
It is the story of two gangsters, 
played by Samuel L. Jackson and 
John Travolta. They merrily go 
through their lives spilling blood 
and quoting scripture until the day 
Jackson’s character experiences a 
miracle. God that 
should have ripped him apart. This 
was quite an amazing thing for a 


stops bullets 


gangster to experience, yet God 
does work in mysterious ways. 
The major theme in this film 
is redemption. It shows many 
filthy people who seem to have 
some good tucked away in their 
deepest pockets, and who just 
have to choose whether or not to 
live it out. It is the kind of movie 
that needs to be 


by Veenstra and McPherson. We 
ambled through the question sheet, 
listening to their insight on some of 
the topics. A few others joined the 
conversation, bringing up what they 
found to be thought-provoking or 
raising, questions about parts of the 
film. Veenstra and McPherson did a 
tremendous job walking us through 
the questions about redemption, 
the quality of the film and the 
dialogue. In the end, I came out 
knowing more about Pulp Fiction. 
that to look 
at movies as simply entertainment 


I was also reminded 


all the time is to deny ourselves 
the enjoyment and fulfillment of 
being careful and critical of what 
we watch. If we are going to watch, 
community 
as Redeemer, 


why not in a such 


seen at least twice 
in order to catch 
important 
which 


some 
nuances, 
are easily missed 


To look at movies as 
simply entertainment 
all the time is to deny 


W h e c ¢ 


Christians can 
support each 
other in this 


discernment 


incredible violence and abuse, 
which made even those of us who 
think we are desensitized squirm 
in our seats. 

After a good two and a half 
hours, the film ended and the 


discussion began, once again led 


the first time. . business? I for 
Despite this, | ourselves the enjoyment one am hoping 
could catch some and fulfillment of being that evenings 
of the meanings +4: like this will 
aie uc. careruland critical of hain seo 
through. There what we watch. often, and 
are definitely more people 
some brilliant will become 
moments in the film but it is interested in seriously looking 
not pretty. There are scenes of at culture with the help of their 


friends and peers. 

If you hear of another evening 
like this up, 
going. It may be more entertaining, 


coming consider 


thought-provoking and eye- 
opening than any 


night you attend. 


other movie 


Greater Hamilton Concert Calendar 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect 
of our lives. This column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an 
invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF SOCIOLOGY 


It's another Friday night, and 
you're looking for a place to 
hear some good music. What are 
the options? If you’re among the 
faithful readers of this column, 
you may have noticed that 
the artists promoted frequent 
several key venues in our city: 
Hamilton Place, Copps Coliseum, 
the Staircase Theatre, The 
Underground, and local churches. 
I'll share a few of my thoughts on 
these venues to help guide your 
decision-making. 

Hamilton Place is a_ great 
place to hear a concert: pleasant 
atmosphere, good seating, clean 
auditorium. However, you 
must remain seated throughout 
the concert (no dancing in the 
aisles). I’ve recently enjoyed 
performances of Bruce Cockburn 
and Stompin’ Tom Connors at 
Hamilton Place. 

Copps Coliseum is Hamilton’s 
venue for “stadium” concerts. 
I’ve also enjoyed concerts there, 
including Eric Clapton, Rush 
and Dire Straits. For both of these 
venues, it’s wisest to purchase 
tickets in advance (they can be 
pricey) in order to secure good 
seats. As Copps is a larger venue, 
you will want to avoid getting 
seats in the nosebleed section 
behind the sports score-display 
equipment (if you get these seats, 
bring binoculars). 

If you're in the mood for a more 
intimate concert, try The Staircase 
Theatre. I saw Jacob Moon and 
Lisa Winn at the Staircase last 
year, and I was impressed. The 
building used to be an old bank, 
and has been converted to house a 
restaurant in the front, and a stage 
area in the back (the vault), Once 
again, the venue has a pleasant 
atmosphere but has a very limited 
number of seats, SO get tickets 
early. 

The Underground is more of 
a typical urban rock club: very 
limited concert 


seating goers 


tend to stand for the entire concert. 
I attended a 54.40 concert at the 
Underground two years ago. The 
band was very loud (but 54.40 is 
usually loud), and we had to stand 
for the entire concert (but that’s the 
norm for other clubs like Kool Haus 
in Toronto). However, a number 
of the artists promoted in Paste 
magazine appear at this club. At the 
Underground, you have the choice 
of purchasing tickets in advance or 
at the door (usually $5 more at the 
door). These venues are all located 
in the Hamilton downtown area. 

Note: all venues mentioned here 
serve alcohol on the premises. 
I won't comment on the local 
churches here, except to note that 
artists including Steve Bell and 
Bob Wiseman have performed at 
local churches in the recent past. 
In all cases, rely on prayer and 
discernment, and keep your eyes 
wide open! 


Upcoming concerts: 


Bela Fleck, April 20, Club 77: 
Bela Fleck has been described 
by allmusic.com as “one of the 
most innovative pickers in the 
world,” incorporating, styles from 
traditional bluegrass to progressive 
jazz in the music of Bela Fleck and 
the Flecktones. Fleck has worked 
with Michael Card, The Chieftains, 


Shawn Colvin, Rodney Crowell, 
Nelly Furtado, Nanci Griffith, 
Bruce Hornsby, Natalie McMaster, 
Kathy Mattea, Dave Matthews, 


Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, and Dar 
Williams. She has been listed in Frets 
magazine’s “Hall of Greats,” and 
has received Grammy awards with 
the Flecktones. In 1990, Fleck was 
the only musician to be nominated 
for Grammies in jazz, bluegrass, 
pop, country, spoken word, 
Christian, composition and world 
music categories. Saxophonist Jeff 
Coffin (Flecktones) has played with 
Van Morrison, Bruce Springsteen 
and Don Henley. 

Jet, April 23, Kool Haus, Toronto: 
Recently featured in the pages of 
Relevant magazine, Jet is bringing 
its Australian garage rock sound 


to Toronto. The band describes 


its recent CD Get Born on their 
website: “It’s basically a reminder 
your 


the 


to forget and 
celebrate 
It’s a rejection of all those feelings 
of negativity or depression you 
might get. It’s a heartfelt thing, 
and that’s that primal 
energy comes through the music.” 
Jet is appearing with The Living 
End, a punk/rockabilly group also 
hailing from Australia. Note of 
caution: both of these acts tend to 


problems 


moment instead 


where 


use foul language. 

Diana Krall, May 20, Hamilton 
Place: Canada’s jazz 
singer is a Grammy _ winner, 
multiple Juno award winner, and 
recently celebrated her marriage 
to Elvis Costello. You may have 
seen Krall in the news over the 
last On March 5, 
Krall, Costello and friend Elton 
John $810,000 the 
Vancouver General Hospital as 
a tribute to Krall’s mother, 
died of leukemia. Money raised 
from this show will benefit a new 
out-patient centre at the hospital. 
Krall also supports the Multiple 
Myeloma Research Foundation. 

Leahy, May 6, Hamilton 
Place: Hailing from Lakefield, 
Ontario, this Celtic family group 
was the subject of an Academy 
Award winning film, The Leahy’s: 
Music Most of All. 

Garnet Rogers, June 7, Guelph 
Lake: Garnet Rogers is another 
Canadian folk legend, and has 
worked with Daniel Lanois and 
Greg Brown. Brother to Stan 
Rogers, Garnet has developed 
a solid career of his own, and is 


premuere 


few weeks. 


raised for 


who 


bringing his songs of life’s joys 
and struggles to Guelph. 


Don't forget these upcoming 
events, featured in 
columns: 

Steve Bell and Jacob Moon, 
March 20, Country Hills Church, 
Kitchener; March 21 Brant Bible 
Church, Burlington; April 16, 
Valley View Alliance Church, 
Newmarket; July 17, Waterloo Inn 
& Convention Centre, Waterloo. « 


previous 


Page 8 


THE CROWN 


March 17, 2004 


COLL eGiare 


i OZTLE 


ACROSS 

1. Vietnamese language 

6. Taxi 

9. Showers 

14. Closing stanza 

15. Hasten 

16. American Ail Co. 

17. Access Hollywood co-host 
18. Not young 

19. Indian viceroy 

20. weltanschauung 

22. Russian rulers 

24. Sound reflection 

26. Gun type 

30. Hailing from Greece's capital 
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DIVERSIONS 


34, Tug 

35. Sacred table 

36. Mineral 

37. Medieval torture device 
38. More sick 

39, Again 

40. Before 

41. Open 

42. Spine 

43. Early Italian civilization 
45. Monetary 

46. Groovy 

47. Spoil 

48. Frown 

51. More lewd 

57. Watered fabric 

58. Gone 

59. Lips 

60. Water jars 

61. Last day of wk. 
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What I Learned in 
Kindergarten and 
Need to Practice Now 


BY DR. BERT POLMAN, 
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC 


These are the ten things I learned 
initially from my _ kindergarten 
teacher Robert Fulghum which | still 
think we need to put into practice 
everyday! 


I. Share everything. 


Distribute biblical vision and 
wisdom throughout the world. 
Divide up our worldly goods to 


give to the poor, the widow, and the 
orphan. Participate fully and equally 
in planning, making decisions, and 
carrying out tasks. 


II. Don’t hit people. 

Don’t fight wars in 
boardrooms or on city streets, don’t 
opponents in hockey 
arenas or politics, and don’t drop 
bombs on foreigners, no matter that 
they started. 


corporate 


assassinate 


III, Clean up your own mess, and 
flush. 

Correct any mistakes, even 
ancient ones, and live justly. We need 
to recycle more and compost more. 
But ultimately, only Christ can flush 
away sin and usher in a renewed 
heaven and earth. 


IV. Say you are sorry when you hurt 
someone. 

I still need to say “I’m sorry” to 
several people whom I’ve wronged 
-- perhaps you do, too? Saying an 
apology is only the first start on 
the longer road to reconciliation. 
There is also collective wrong and 
collective guilt which we humans 
need to bring to the foot of the cross 
of Christ. 


V. Wash your hands before you eat 
cookies & milk. 

Say grace before every meal 
whether it’s a simple bag-lunch on 


the run or in a fancy restaurant. Live 
clean lives with your friends and 
spouse in this sex-mad world. Watch 
your tongues, which are inclined to 
speak all manner of evil from the 
heart. 


VI. Take a nap every afternoon. 

We can learn from other cultures 
who practice siestas, Get some rest 
before doing important activities, 
like thinking or mating. Develop 
good rhythms for work, play, sleep, 
and worship. 


VII. Hold hands in the real world 
and stick together. 

In a world increasingly hostile 
to Christianity, we need to set forth 
a common Christian testimony 
and forego some of our egocentric 
doctrinal differences which Satan 
loves to use to divide us and 
decimate our energies. 


VIII. Be aware of wonder. 

Lay on your back and admire the 
myriad galaxies in the night sky. 
Replay often the ultra-sound of the 
baby in your womb. And thank the 
awe-some God whose mensa-grace 
extends to me and you. 


1X. Watch for traffic. 

Try to anticipate the actions or 
events that can complicate your life. 
Jump at opportunities to lead people 
onto the narrow road that leads to 
life. Obey the Spirit's red lights when 
facing evil, temptation, and idolatry. 


X. Along with Dick and Jane, 
LOOK! 

Look carefully in the creation 
and in Scripture to find God's 
Word, Develop a Christian outlook 
or worldview to give direction 
and meaning to everyday eating, 
working, and playing. Marshall your 
vision towards a holy eros, and away 
from evil obscenitas. ¢ ® 


62. Inside out 
63. Sharp inhales 
64. Lakshmi 

65. Genders 


DOWN 

1. Cat sound 

2. Reverse 

3. Excess 

4. Head 

5. Those who gild 

6. Group of singers 

7. Int'l Lottery org. 

8. Small child, for one 

9. Cowpoke 

10. Online bookstore 

11. Midwestern state 

12. Atmospheric research org. 

13. Cries 

21. Tub 

25. Scorch 

26. Shopping or 
crime, @.g. 

27. Two pints 

28. Sore 

29. Breed 

30. Poe’s middle 
name 

31. Foot with four 
syllables 

32. Sports facility 
33. Staircase 
support 

35. Hindrance 

38. Highland 
Peruvian dwellers 
39. Oohs and ___ 
41. Hopeless 

42. Groups 

44. Open, as in 
presents 

45. Air cooler 

47. Muslim 
scholar 

48. Los Angeles 
hazard 

49. Soda 

50. Olive and 
Canola 

52. Distant 

53. Possess 

54, Wild goat 

55. Ireland 

56. “Doh!” 
SOLUTION ON P. 2 
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NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“There should be an academic Survivor.” 
- Dr. Faber 


“This test won't be easy. It'll separate the 
men from the boys, and the amazons from 
the pixies.” - Dr. Van Dyke 


“OW!” - Rob Joustra 
“I didn’t touch you!” - Rich Greydanus 
“No, but you thought at me!” - Rob Joustra 


While studying for a history final: 
“Who is Moscow?” 
- Anonymous 


“Camping? CAMPING? Why have we 
come so far as a civilization so we can 
spend our free time living like barbarians? 
I like to spend my free time basking in the 
achievements of humanity: air conditioning, 

waitressing, sleeping!” 
- Rob Joustra 


“T’ve got almost nothing against the 
hd 


melanin deficient! 
- Louizandre Dauphin 


“The Edmunston choir concert will be at 
3, rather than 5, because the Catholics are 

big on Bingo...what? Reformed people have 

their own bad habits in their subculture...like 

inbreeding.” 

- Dr. Teeuwsen 
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repairs for 


APPROVED AUTO 
REPAIR SERVICES 


Redeemer 


Students 


Doug Kloet 
Rob Brouwer 


905-648-4113 


